🟦 Maryland Resources & Grants for Furloughed or Laid-Off Government Workers
Updated: October 2025

🏛️ Statewide Financial Relief
1. Federal Worker Emergency Loan Program (Maryland Department of Labor)
· What it is: A zero-interest loan up to $700 for former federal employees experiencing hardship.
· Eligibility:
· Maryland resident
· Terminated or furloughed after January 1, 2025
· Must apply within 6 months of termination
· Repayment: Within 180 days (extensions available)
🔗 Apply here: labor.maryland.gov/federalworkers/FWEloan
📄 Guidelines: labor.maryland.gov/federalworkers/FWEloan/fweloanguidelines.shtml

2. Unemployment Compensation for Federal Employees (UCFE)
· What it is: Unemployment insurance for federal civilian employees impacted by furlough or job loss.
· Managed by: Maryland Division of Unemployment Insurance
· Weekly benefit: Up to ~$430 (varies)
· Required documents: SF-8, SF-50, termination notice
🔗 FAQ & Application: labor.maryland.gov/employment/uifedworkerfaq.shtml

3. Maryland Department of Human Services (DHS) Emergency Support
If income drops during furlough, you may qualify for:
· Emergency Assistance – immediate help with food, housing, or utilities
🔗 dhs.maryland.gov/weathering-tough-times/emergency-assistance
· SNAP (Food Supplement Program) – monthly food assistance
🔗 mymdthink.maryland.gov
· Temporary Cash Assistance (TCA) – short-term income support for low-income families
🔗 dhs.maryland.gov/category/financial-assistance
· Homelessness Prevention / Housing Help – through local DSS offices
🔗 dhs.maryland.gov/local-offices

4. Maryland Federal Worker & Public Servant Resource Portal
· Comprehensive one-stop site for furloughed federal and state workers
· Includes unemployment, job training, and county-level supports
🔗 labor.maryland.gov/federalworkers
🔗 Emergency Response Hub: response.maryland.gov/federalpublicservants

💼 Reemployment, Training & Career Services
5. Maryland Workforce Exchange & Reemployment Services
· Free career counseling, resume help, workshops, and job fairs
🔗 mwejobs.maryland.gov
6. University of Maryland “Pathways Forward” Program
· Offers training and career transition support for displaced federal workers
🔗 today.umd.edu/umd-launches-hub-offering-pathways-forward-for-marylands-displaced-federal-workers
7. Teacher Transition Grants
· Maryland education grants helping federal workers retrain as teachers
🔗 washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2025/07/13/maryland-federal-employee-teacher-recruitment

🏠 County & Local Assistance Programs
Anne Arundel County
· Reemployment workshops, financial counseling, and emergency assistance
🔗 aacounty.org/federal-employee-assistance
Montgomery County
· Rental assistance, foreclosure prevention, and worker aid
🔗 montgomerycountymd.gov/Glass/Resources/Files/Resources-for-Federal-Workers.pdf
Frederick County
· Food, legal, and financial resource list
🔗 frederickcountymd.gov/7815/Assistance-for-Federal-Employees
Baltimore City
· Job search, workforce training, and referral network
🔗 moed.baltimorecity.gov/support-former-federal-employees-and-workers-impacted-federal-government-transition
Howard County
· Community events and local assistance for impacted workers
🔗 howardcountymd.gov/News030425

⚖️ Legal & Advocacy Resources
8. Maryland Attorney General — “Resources for Impacted Workers”
· Free legal aid, tenant rights, and workplace protections
🔗 marylandattorneygeneral.gov/Pages/Federal_Actions_Response/ImpactedWorkers.aspx
9. Rise Up Legal Aid Network
· Volunteer legal network assisting furloughed or laid-off workers
🔗 response.maryland.gov/federalpublicservants

📝 Quick Tips
· Apply early — many programs have strict deadlines (e.g., 6 months for the emergency loan).
· Have required documents ready (SF-8, SF-50, proof of separation).
· You can combine supports: unemployment + SNAP + county assistance.
· Check local Department of Social Services (DSS) for county-specific grants.
· Bookmark: labor.maryland.gov/federalworkers

